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University of the Philippines 
Open University
• Virtual campus in the University of the 

Philippines system typically with 2,000-3,000 
enrolled students in a given semester.

• All courses are deployed online via Course 
Management System (Moodle).

• Caters to students scattered across and beyond 
the Philippines.

• BA Multimedia Studies (BAMS)



BA Multimedia Studies

The BAMS program drives students to 
become adept with the theoretical and 
practical aspects of multimedia. 
However, UPOU has little in the way of 
allowing students and faculty alike to 
publicly showcase their research and 
creative work. Reflective learning off 
one’s own work as well as others’ is not 
innate even in the BAMS program.
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Students

• Peer review

• Reflective learning 

• Course wide

• Program wide

• Integrated artifact repository

• Blogs

• Multimedia

• Theses and projects

• Job application tool



Faculty and Institution

•Holistic assessment

•Academic advising

•Efficient  and transparent peer 
assessment

•Research tool (rich source of student 
data)

•Potential OER 

•Public information/relations



Objectives

• Explore and evaluate the feature set of Mahara, 
an open-source ePortfolio system

• Conduct an initial assessment of ePortfolios as a 
tool for learning and teaching effectiveness.

• Develop an appropriate general framework for 
the adoption of an ePortfolio-based assessment 
for BAMS courses.



ePortfolio System

• Open source software

•Moodle integration

• Less ambiguous 



Mahara installation



Mahara installation
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Pilot course requirements

Old set New set

• 9 Quizzes (up to 15 items 
each)

• 4 Quizzes (less than 10 
items each)

• Starting ePortfolio Profile
• Reflective blogging



Immediate benefits

• Additional substance in course content

• More balanced display of both aptitude and practical skills

• Gauges ability to write

• More engaging than quizzes

• Exposes certain student habits

• Allows a better glimpse of the student profile



Immediate challenges

• Additional layer to the course which some students may find 
too difficult

• System restrictions can be unforgiving, especially for the 
careless

• Technical issues

• Additional content management system that requires 
maintenance



Further development 
opportunities
• Systems integration

• Program-wide reflective learning

• Transparent and authentic Assessment

• Building learning communites

• Participatory OER development

• ePortfolio and digital culture development





Thank you!

Feel free to contact me:

alfrancis.librero@upou.edu.ph

www.allibrero.com


